. Cutting the graft. The prepared graft is then placed in position, care being taken to ensure that the direction of hair growth has been reversed (Fig. 2) , and the graft is pressed firmly in place using sterile filter papers.
The area is sprayed with a transparent plastic surgical dressing ('Nobecutane'; B.D.H. Pharmaceuticals Ltd, Birkbeck Street, London, E.2) to help hold the graft in place and to prevent further bleeding.
Finally, a glass tube of slightly larger diameter than the tail is placed over the graft, and this is held in place with sticky tape (Fig. 3) . Although rats tend to chew this tape, they do not bite at the graft when the tube has been removed. The tail tube is left on for 48 hours, by which time the graft has usually become firmly attached.
The rats should be bedded on large wood chips during this period, as sawdust and other fine materials tend to become lodged in the tube and cause irritation.
Incompatible grafts will usually be rejected within about 10-12 days, though they could be rejected as late as 80-100 days.
Accepted grafts may easily be identified by the reversed hair growth (Fig. 4) .
Loss of grafts within about 7 days of the operation is attributable to lack of healing rather than rejection.
Experience has shown that about 10% of the grafts can be lost in this way. 
